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MANAGER

MARK ROBINS

ood aftemoon and a warm welcome

back to the Ricoh Arena today, as

we retum to league action at home

against Swindon Town. | would like
to extend that welcome David Flitcroft and his
players, staff and all the supporters who join us
from Swindon Town this aftemoon.

First of &ll, this week brought us the sad news of
the passing of Coventry City legend Cyrille Regis
Everyone at the club was shocked and saddened
to hear of the news and you only have to see
what's been writien about Cynlle to understand
how important he was too many people and the
influence that he hashad onthegameand | can
only echo that

It has been a sad time this week, losing someone
like Cyrille who made a huge impact in the world
of football and here at Coventry City and he is

in the hearts of everyone at the club and our
thoughts g out to his family at this sad time.

The news really puts everything into perspective
in football and we will paying our respects to him
this afterncon.

In our last home game, it was a great day for the
club to pregress into the next round of the FA
Cup and the support that day was fantastic and
no doubt helped play iis part on the day. That
aimosphere was brilliant and we need that now
until the end of the season.

The win against Stoke helped to extend our
unbeaten run at the Ricoh to six games in all
competitions. We now have some exciting
games coming up against sides around us in the
league and in the Fourth Round of the FA Cup
against MK Dons

We are looking forward to the game against MK
and to have scld out our allocation of just under
B.000 is brillizant. However, that is next waek
and we are fully focused on an important game
against Swindon today.

it's a special occasion this afternoon, with the
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events that have happened in the week and we
want to start the game on the front foot this
afternoon from the first whistle. it's 2 big game
for us, against a team who are around us in the
league and want to make sure we are playing at a
high tempo and putting the pressure on Swindon
from the off.

Swindon have the best away record in the league
this season and we have been strong at home
throughout the season and we want to extend
that this afterncon

Hisewhere, we are now seeing Liam Kelly and
Peter Vincenti stepping up their return from injury
Liam and Peter were back out on the grass last
week and are continuing to progress in iheir
preparations to return to full fitness.

Finally, | wear my Man of Men badge with pride
on the touchline because | want to represent
everybody in the fight against prostate cancer. If's
a scary disease, and people don't know enough
about it. If more men can leam about their sk
through the work that Prostate Cancer UK are
doing with the EFL then that's fantastic and | fully
support what they're doing in football.

We lose one man every 45 minutes tc prosiaie
cancer; 330,000 men are affected by the disease
every year. To put that in perspective, you could
fill the Ricoh Arena 10 times over, just with men
who will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in
this country in the twelve months. Those are
some staggering numbers and we need to come
together as 2 footballing community to make
sure that we're doing everything in our power to
stop prostate cancer being a killer

it's never been easier to join the fight: get involved
in a walking event, cycle to Amsterdam, or just
text ‘BADGE to 70005 to donate £5and get a
Man of Men pin badge like mine.

Enjoy The Game

Maveke Robind
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FROM THE BEOARDROOM

DA\IE BODDY

ood afternoon and

welcome to the

Ricoh Arena as we

face Swindon Town
here in SkyBet League Two this
afterncon.

The away game at Swindon earlier
this season was the best game
that | have seen this season, so if it
is anything like that then we are in
for a treat

| have been delighted with the

reaction to the announcement !_,“rc our

Community Day against Accrington
Stanley on 10th February. Not only
will tickets be E5 in advance for all
supporters (or £10 on the day), but
Sky Blues in the Community are

isiting schools in Coventry to hand
out vouchers for free tickets for the
game in the North Stand

We hope 10 see the Ricoh Arena
packed for that match, which
would be great and provide a huge
boost to Mark Robins and the team
in a crucial game in the push for
promotion

We have seen the extent of the Sky
Blue Army support for the team
once again this week, as we sold

out ¢ 7" ckets for our upcoming
5 FA Cup tie against MK

o sell nearly 8000 tickets
for an av 'ray fixture without even

ing on general sale is a huge
vernent for any club

ason during the Wembley
process, there were
laints about gueueing times
irehiasing online. I'm glad
to report that there have been
minimal examples of this on this
occasion.
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We took the decision to reduc

the Season Ticket allocation from
the normal 6 down to 4. Setting
allocations per person is never
an easy decision, as fans have
different circumstances and in
this situation the supply of tickets
was never enough to satisfy the
demand

Season Ticket holder’s priority is
imporiant, as it 1s these fans who
commit their time and money to
the club at the start of each season
and who's loyalty is vital. Saying
that, we appreciate not all fans are
able to commut, which is where
Memberships and Match Packages
come in. These fans also received a
priority, with the tickets selling out
around 30 minutes into this period

Just under 3000 Season Ticket
holders purchased tickets for MK
Dons. This means an average of
2.2 tickets per person. Ultimately, it
was not the allocation per person
which lead to tickets selling out
‘early’, but the desire of fans to
make the trip to Stadium MK to
support the team in such a big
game, which should be applauded

We did request further tickets from
MK Dons both before selling out
and once we did, however following
safety concerns ragarding previous
ocecasions against other teams that

away capacities totalled 10,000
meant that MK Dons could not
accommodate this

| hope enjoy the game today!

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN



All 72 EFL Clubs have signed up
to a new Chairman’s Charter to

help put an end to the dangerous
use of pyrotechnics.

It is already a criminal offence to enter a football stadium
while in possession of a flare, smoke bomb or firework.

Any supporter now found to be in breach of the terms
of the Chairman’s Charter will also face a minimum
three-season Club ban.




The first meeting of the new Coventry City Supporters Forum will take place later

this month at the Ricoh Arena.

Various supporter groups and orgamisations have agreed to be part of the new
forum andsenda representanve to the meeting. These are.

» CCFC LGEBT Supporters Club

= Coventry City Former Players Association

« Coventry City London Supporters Club

- Coveniry City Supporters Club Insh Branch

+ Diamond Club
+ Family Zone volunteers

+ Leamington and Warwick Supporiers Club

» Sky Blue Trust
» Sky Blues in the Community

At the first meeting, the-aims of the Supporiers Forum will be agreed.

Also at the mesting, the process for the election of fan representatives will be

« discussed.

A fan representative is required for each of the following:
« Season Ticket holders (Standard Zone/Premium Zong)

+ Corporate Season Ticket holders
= Disabled Supporters

Any supporter from these categories will be able to put themselves forward as a
representative, serving a one-year term. Details on how fans can put themselves
forward andthe subsequent voting process will be confirmed following discussions

at the first meeting.

TURNBULL MOVES
TO NORTHAMPTON

Coventry City defender Jordan Tumbull
has moved from the Sky Blues to
Northampton Town in a permanent
transfer.

Tumbull joined the club from
Southampiton in August 2016, making
46 appearances and scoring 2 goals
during his spell with the Sky Blues, which
also incluced picking up a Checkatrade
Trophy winners medal in April 2017.

Coventry City would like to thank Jordan
for his efforts while at the club, and wish
him the best for his future caresr.

McNULTY WINS PFA
AWARD FOR
DECEMBER

Marc McNulty has been voted the PFA
Bristol Street Motors Player of the
Month for League 2 by football fans
across the country.

In a-landslide vote run by fan
engagement experts, Snack Madiz,
the in-form striker won 33% of the
nominations for December knocking
Colchester midfielder, Sammie
Szmaodics, (16%) into second place.

In the final of four divisional voies
carried outover seven days via Snacks
digital and social networks, it was clear
that McNulty's superb performances
over Decermber — where he scored four
goals 1o help his club maintain their
promeoticn aspirations -has resonated
not just with Coventry fans, but with
supporters of all teams.

To see all the winnexs from all four
feagues forDecembergoto
www .footballfancast com/pfa-awards
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Coventry City has again teamed up
with blood cancer charity DKMS in
a bid to register fans as potential
lifesavers. On 20 January 2018,

a match-day donor registration
event will be held at Coventry
City’s main entrance Ricoh Arena.
It will give supporters attending
the home game against Swindon
the opportunity to register as
blood stem cell donors and
potentially help save the life of
someone with a blood cancer.

Coventry City Head of Marketing
and Communications, Mark Hornby,
said: “Following the success of
our donor event registration last
year at the Ricch Areng, Coventry
City FC is delighted to once again
stand united with DKMS, as we
show blood eancer the red card. In
our players and cur fans we have
many heroes at the club, so we
urge eligible people 10 register with
DKMS. It could be one of the most
important things you'll ever do
because vou could potentially help

save z life

Every 70 minutes someone in

the UK is diagnosed with a blood
cancer, such as leukaemia, and
over 12,000 people die from blood
cancer each year — making it the
third most common cause of
cancer death in the UK

DKMS Velunteer, Sukhjit Dulai,

said: “My main reason for getting
involved with DKMS is because my
late sister was fortunate she had a
match, it gave her hope. For people
who do not have that oplion it is
important that we promote DKMS
and get as many people registered.
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To be in position to potentially
save someone’s life by joining the
register is amazing.”

Reason for campaign

A blood stem cell donation is

often tha only chance of survival
far many blood cancer patients.
Sadly, many patients will not find a
maatching donor. This isn't because
a match doesn't exist, it's simply
because there aren't enough people
registered as donors. That is why
DKMS works to increase the size
and diversity of the blood stem cell
registry.

DKMS launched Football Vs Blood
Cancer in 2 bid to raise awareness
of blood cancer, blood stem

cell donation and ragister more

-

s TO BECOME POTENTIAL LIFESAVERS AS COVENTRY
CITY JOIN DKMS TO SHOW BLOOD CANCER THE ‘RED CARD’

) e

| -

potential lifesavers throughout the
football community.

Donor Registration

Anyone in the UK aged between 17
and 55 and in good general health
can register with DKMS. To register,
the charity asks potential blood
stem cell donors to give consent
and take cheek swabs. Thisis done
at one of their donor recruitment
evenis or by reguesting a home
swab kit online at www.dkms.org.uk
Should you be a maich arcund 80%
of blood stem ceil donations inthe
UK are collected via the blood stream
And around 10% of blood stemn cell
donaticns in the UK are donated
through a bene marrow collection
from the back of the pelvic bone

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN



MICHAEL DOYLE

ood afternoon and welcome
back to the Ricoh Arena for
our League Two clash with
Swindon Town today.

First of all, | would like to pay my
respects to the great Cyrille Regis who
passed away earlier this week Everybody
has spoken cutside of Coventry and in
the City on how big an influence he has
had on football and also with battling
racism. In all my years of baing here,

he has been at the games and was

an absolute gentleman and it's been a
massive blow to the world of football

Cyrille played such a big part in people’s
lives in Coventry throughout his life and
of course with the 1987 FA Cup final,
which has to be the best day the club has
ever had and he played a massive part of
that and | think he will be a massive loss
for everyone around Coventry.

Not only in Football, Cyrille has played

a massive part in the community over
the years. Like | mentioned previously,
everybody goes on about 87 to this day
and not only that, but he had a big effect
on the community, you only have to
mention his name and people light up.

From my own experience of Cyrille, when
| was at Portsmouth he was down there
looking after players and keeping an eye
on people and smiling, he really was a
true gentleman of the game.

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN

It's been well documented this week
the effect he had on a lot of footballer's
lives growing up with the racism and he
met it head on by all accounts

Fortunately for us in our generztion
that play football, that has gone out of
the game because of people like Cyrille
and we don't get to hear much of it
anymore so we can't say enough all we
can do is go cut and honour the man

Finally, just to touch on the last time
we were at the Ricoh, it was great

to have a big crowd and give a good
performance against Premier League
opposition.

I'm sure it's given g lot of the younger
players & place to keep striving for that
success and elsewhere its shown the
pull the club has, drawing back the
supporters and it was great day all
round to get the victory and obviously
getting fans thought he turnstiles and
the players to put a performance on like
that | think overall it was 2 good day.

Your Captain
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FLITCROFT WON'T LET ROBINS NEST INLEAGUE TWO

n darkest, deepest

Wiltshire Swindon

‘manager David Flitcroft

has been busy concocting
a formula that will halt the frequent
Jekkyl and Hyde transformations of his
inconsistent side.

On the road the Rebins have won nine
of their 12 excursicns, hiave registered
a league high 24 goals and have only
conceded on 10 occasions. In stark
juxtaposition their record at their
Energy Check County Ground has been
underwhelming, losing seven times

on home soil and haemorrhaging 24
goals, the jeint worst defensive record
with relegation-threatened Forest Green
Rovers

Red-faced moments in their own
backyard have included losing 3-0

to Crawley and 4-1 to Bamet in the
¢ampaign’s opening months, as well as
enduring a run of four straight defeats
from Novermnber which incliuded a 5-0
humbling totabletoppers Luton

As if to highfight their consistent
inconsistencies, just four days after that
Boxing Day fiasco to the Hatlers, Town
concluded 2017 with a sSuccess over

high-fliers Notts County in SN, and
repeatedthe 1-0 scoraline Iast weskend
against Forest Green.

Flitcroft was delighted with his side finally
gaining some home comforts, tefling the
Swindon Advertiser: "We've tried to do
e«e'ytn.no possible to win for our home
fans.and the players have been huriing
this season when they haven't done

“They've been fantastic in the last two
games to dig in and get two clean-sheets
at home. Full credit 1o the team for the
way they defended and the willingness to
put themselves on the line to improve our

home form.”

The Ce U"WG' und successes
sandwiched a 2-1 viclory at Barnet on
New Year's Day, and four wins in their

Iast five games has Swindon ably placed
outside the play-off places on nothing
morsthan goal difference

They've certainly acted quickly in the
January transfer window foreinforce
their ranks fer a promotion push for
the second half of the campaign.
Keshi Anderson’s temporary stop from
Crystal Palace was made permanent
workhorse midfielder Oliver Banks was

drafied in on loan from Oldham and
seasonad-goalscorer Marc Richards
bolstered the attacking options
Altheugh with Luke Norris in double
figures leading the scoring stakes,
and eight others with thres or more
goals, finding the back of the net with
regulanty has not been one of their
deficiencies.

& than half of ther
season relegation

After losing mo
league fixtures La
brought a period of self-reflection and
areadjustment of the club’s principles.
Chairman Lee Power conducted ‘a
review of everything that was happening
at-the football club®, which ultimately
saw Luke Willizms and former
Tottenham and Aston Villa manager
Tim Sherwood removed from theirroles
as head coach and director of football.

e

Under Flitcroft Swindon have moved
away from the passing style they had
become synonyrmous with, with a more
practical, dogged approach now the
order of the day. And with confidence
returning and a 5-3-2 preferred system
yielding resuits, hopes of an automatic
return to the third-tier - 3 level they had
occupied for the previous five seasons-
i$ baginning to manifest.
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COV CONNECTIONS

Madea loan spell from AFC
Wimbledon permanent in January
2010, signing during Chris
Coleman’s tenure, and wenton 1o
make 61 appearances over the

next three years for Cov. After 12
Championship outings in 2010-11,
he made 31 during the relegation
campaign, then retuned to the Dons
in January 2013

7
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Following three National
Conference campaigns with
Woking, the winger made his EFL
bow against Coventry in August
2016 for Swindon. The first of the
24-year-old's 65 outings for the
Raobins to date was the 1-0 League
One victory over Cov, a game
settled by Yaser Kasim’s winner.

After spells with Bury and
Nuneaton, the fermer. Arsenal
trainee gained his first full
campaign with Coventry in 2015
16. Keeping four clean-sheets in
his opening four games was a club
record and the 23-year-old finished
the season with 13 shut-outs in

all competitions, as the Sky Blues
finished eighth in League One

IN THE DUGOUT:
DAVID FLITCROFT

Returning to League Two marked a seismic shift in Swindon
chairman Lee Power's thinking, having held his hands up for
mistakes made with a low-cost recruitment philosophy and
being let down by ‘big name’ appointments he rubber stamped.

So after demotion and Luke Williams's removal from the dug-oLt,
Power explained the rationale behind appointing the purposeful
disciplinarian David Fliteroft last summer, saying: | needed

to find someone well-versed in getting promotion and David
obviously got Bury out of this league. His teams are always fit,
experienced and dogged, and his knowledge was second to

none. | just felt that's what w

e nead for this season.”

e nesd

The former Bolton-born midfielder was something of a fire-
fighter in his first two managerial roles. After being assistant
manager at Barnsley, he took over from Keith Hill in December
2012 and quided the club te Championship safety, before picking
up the pieces at Bury 12 months |ater in leading them to a top-

half finish in League Two.

The 44-year-old then turnad around Bury's fortunes in
masterminding promotion the following season and despite
being released by the Shakers in November 20186, Fliteroft has
vowed to “put Swindon back on the map” since taking over at the

County Ground

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN




SWINDON TOWN
MEET THE SQUAD

LAWRENCE VIGOUROUX
Goalkeeper | DOB: 19.11.1993
Last season’s Player of the Year
kept 12 clean-sheets but the
Chilean has fallen down the
pecking order after breaches of
club discipling, not featuring since
Boxing Day

BEN PURKISS

Right-back | DOB: 01.04.1984
Vastly experienced full-back who
captained Port Vale before |ast
summer's switch to Swindon, the
consistent performer was elected
chairman ofithe PFA in November

CHRIS HUSSEY

Left-back | DOB: 02.01.1989
Rampaging left-back on a season-
long loan from Sheffield United, the
former Bury promotion winner has
not figured since Seplember after
undergoing a hernia operation.

MATT PRESTON
Centre-back | DOB: 16.03.1995
Archetypal no-nonsense defender

-, P
e e .u-.Z' -

Donal McDermott

Matt Preston

cast from the same mould as Town
legend Shaun Taylor, the former
Walszall man has threa goals this
seasen, including a New Year's Day
winner at Barnet

CHRIS ROBERTSON
Centre-back | DOB: 11.10.1985
After a Conference premotion with
Torquay, League One campaigns
at Preston and Port Vale and a SPL
stint with Ross County on a packed
portiolio he became the first
signing of the Flitcroft era

OLLY LANCASHIRE
Centre-back | DOB: 13.12.1988
Commanding and influential
captain who leads by example,
Town's only league ever-present
this seasen has won promotion
from this level before with
Rochdale

PAUL MULLIN
Left winger | DOB: 06.11.1994
Effervescent wideman who has

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN

Luke Norris

flourished in his maiden campaign

in Wiltshire following three years at
Maorecambe, SCoring seven times in
31 outings

JAMES DUNNE

Centre midfield | DOB: 18.09.1989
The combative former Exeter,
Portsmouth and Cambridge
midfielder could make his 289th
league appearan

saw red in the reverse fixiure in

September

LUKE NORRIS

Striker | DOB: 03.06.1993

Clinical marksman topping 1
scaring charts with 12, incl

one against Coventry in September,
the former Gillingham hot-shot has
already doubled his tally from last

Season

JOHN GODDARD

Right winger | DOB: 17.05.1993
Blucked from non-leaq

after 17 goals In 41 gamese




him the club's Player of the Seasor
award, the creative influence has
wo gos als this term

JAMES BROPHY

Left wing-back | DOB: 25.07.1994
Recalled from a three-month loan
at Leyton Orient in November,

the jet-heeled wing-back is in his
third season with Swindon after

previou Ll‘\,f Se "Jilug f'dq‘.’zc-ft [own

WILL HENRY

. .
oaikeeper 1 DOB: 060 Q05

Bur f]ﬂnr“ ng understudy Mm

det in April 2016 and has

:,d England Under-20 call-ups; he
earned one Checkatrade Trophy
auting this term

ELLIS IANDOLO

Left wing-back | DOB: 22.08.1997
Lauded by Flitcroft as “very
diverse” the youngster apened his
SCOTING a it in league football
In SW[‘: wil 35-vard free-kick
against P arnet on "45 w Years Day

AMINE LINGANZI

Centre midfield | DOB: 16.11.1989
Briefly a Premier League footballer

with Blackburn before spells at

Gillingham ard Portsmouth, th

Congo international was in lE\-’,’

most productive seoring form

his career before a quad tear

MARC RICHARDS
Striker | DOB: 08.07.1982
With a track record of three
League Two p

goals from mare than 600 games

ymotions and 187

securning the pedigree mar
from Northampton this v

8 major coup

DONAL MCDERMOTT
Winger | DOB: 19.10.1989
Now on his ninth career stop
but the former ) "'81"‘ i‘r'—iier'
City trainee, whc
Bournemouth and »-W“ﬁ |
his calling card, 1s ou

stramn

TiIMI MAX ELSNIK

Centre m:dﬁeld l DOB: 29.04.1998
The Slovenian Under-18
internationa

loan from Derb Oy, W ith tt
dynamo having captained the

Rams’ Development Sguad

KELLAN GORDON

Striker | DOB: 25.12.1997
Another borrowad from the Rams
the high-octane frontman has
relished his maiden campaign
“'"*.u m(thdll seoring four tim

in22

unflappable former Arsenal trainge
was on Coventry’s books between

2014 and 2017

KYLE KNOYLE

Right wing-back | DOB: 24.09.1996
Industrious former England
Under-18 cap who leamed his

in West Hams Academy, then r~
leans at Bundee United and Wig

JORDAN YOUNG

Attacking midfield | DOB: 31.07.1999
r-\Lc-l."'Tl‘. progigy \."7"'_':-'-='ci'| v—‘\' e
seeondhﬂf of "GTB-I‘(on loan .
_al Forest Gmenﬁms. seonng
in ra-yo Lﬂ’ ;

hasn't featured

OLIVER BANKS

Centre midfield | DOB: 21.09.1992
Flitcroft lauded the January arrival
of-the cultured Oldham loanee

following last weekend's r‘pl-m

' ‘ﬁmnmemthﬁfﬁtsiefy X

ery biade

th an E'!E‘Cld'"“ and a3

ltwastheﬂabms who tooke
chance en the pacey forward -
last July, something he’s begun
to repay. smmg ofn hfs debut

. the furmer Bolton tramee has
“contributed ﬁaree more bt
Hftcmft ts awate that hls pﬂzed

ke Hiﬁé‘taﬁ .a:a‘ tréf:rub'é oﬁ'lelai

MATTHEW TAYLOR
Centre midfield | DOB: 27.11.1981
A Premier -J-‘B u"‘ mainst: '_ iz

Portsmouth.

Lerner 1Is approac

appearances




Match

Rob Mason looks at a classic fixture from the

past.

his is the third time we've
featured a game against
Liverpool in this series.
That should come as no
surprise as Coventry were oftena

thom in their side at a time when The
Reds swept all before them.

This match was a good example of
the Merseysiders faltering when faced

19 January 1980

cooP

McDONALD

GOODING

DYSON

GILLESPIE

ENGLISH (THOMPSON 83)
WALLACE

HATELEY

BLAIR

HUTCHISON

CLEMENCE
NEAL

A. KENNEDY
THOMPSON
R. KENNEDY
HANSEN
DALGLISH
CASE (HEIGHWAY 70)
JOHNSON
McDERMOTT
SOUNESS

Division One | Attendance: 31,578
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with the Sky Blues. Bob Paisley’s side
were enoute to retaining the ieague
title, but try as they might they just
could not breach the City defence who
held out for B85 minutes after eaming a
fifth minute advantage to defend

Cast your eyes over that Liverpool
line-up. It contains some of the classic
stars of that or any era. In contrast
Coventry didn't have so much in the
way of superstars but there was no
little talent — and plenty of heart —in
the home side. What City also had was
youth, their average age of 23 was four
years younger than their decorated
opponents. Coventry needed every
last drop of energy those youthiul legs
could produce as Liverpool's passing
game was negated by sheer hard
work, stoul defending and a touch of
good fortune here and there.

Top of the table Liverpool hadn't lost
since September. Manager Bob
Paisley was old school. Despite a

42 game leagque season, European
football and The Reds reaching the
semi-finals of both domestic cup
compelitions they were the egitome
of a setiled side. Of the team who
played at Coventry not one of them
started fewer than 37 league games
that season. There's one in the eye for
the modern day advacates of top level
rotation. Moreover, there was still only
ons substitute allowed then - and even
then in 27 of their 42 games Paisley
kept his solitary sub on the bench

"'ﬁ L

yaiE
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team were mid-table
ry. & week earlier City had
umbed to defeat at Norwich
and while Middlesbrough had been
n in the previous home game
on New Years Day, the two home
maiches before that had been lost
1o Nottingham Forest (In the season
Brian Clough's team retained the
European Cup) and Manchester
United, so hopes of a win against
top guality visitors were reserved for
the most optimistic of supporters.
There was a hint of hope howsever
in the fact thal only the previc
month Coventry had thrashed Bobby
lobson's high-flying Ipswich 4-1 at

o

Highfield Road with all four goals
coming from Mick Ferguson
Unfortunately Ferguson was missing! In
his place came Me
Hateley whe
for both Liverpoc

e
Qe
IS

o

However it wasn' a centre forward but

= rert

if who scored the only goal

1

a famous victory. Former apprentice

Faul Dyso

SeaEae

AT

weseks sarlier but five minutes into

tch managad to score his first

v goal. However it was Dyson's
iefensive parines

nitly caught

L Was an ea

ht but Liverpool m

oo by

Arcanal
) I0SE [0 Arsenal Oy ine
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NORRIS.

MULLIN (MCDERMOTT 59)

| ———
26 September 2017

VIGOUROUX BURGE
PURKISS GRIMMER
ROBERTSON McDONALD
LANCASHIRE WILLIS
TAYLOR STOKES (DAVIES 90)
ELSNIK (LINGANZI 66) DOYLE

. DUNNE KELLY

‘ GORDON (SMITH 82) KELLY-EVANS
ANDERSON NAZON

JONES (SHIPLEY 82)
@ BIAMCU (MCNULTY 90+4)

SkyBet League Two | Attendance: 6,340
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uckens Nazon's long
range winner was one
of the goals of the
season so far. Coming
14 minutes before the end it
meant the Sky Blues took quick
advantage of the home side going
down to ten men, after James
Dunne had been dismissed four
minutes earlier.

Thres points on a Tuesday night
were more than welcome for

the 700 strong Sky Blue army,
especially after going behind in

the 20th minute when Luke Norris
spectaculariy gave the home side
the advantage. Despite City starting
brightly Swindon were well on top
al this stag2 and could have gone
further ahead but shortly after

the half hour mark, good work by
Jodi Jones led to a chance which
Michael Doyle clinically converted
having benefited from a deflection.
Later it was the ouistanding skipper
Doyle who was on the receiving
end'of a push when Dunne was
dismissed




Swindon were at the Ricoh Arena
as recently as last February when
they won 3-1, thereby completing
the double over the Sky Blues who
that had been beaten 1-0 at The
County Ground ai the stari of the
SEason.

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 3PM

The sides have met sixty times in
the past in the league and cup with
Coventry edging the overall record
with 24 wins to Swindon's 20. Each
team have a 6-0 win to'their credit,
City’s big win coming in 1955 while
Swinden inflicted the same score-
line-back in 1927,

ABOUT TIME

Given that Coventry hold the upper
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hand in the head to head record
the Sky Blues recent home record
against The Robins is not a good
one. Swindon have won four and
drawn one of their last five visits
Before that they drew their two
previous games in the city so you
have to go all the way back to
October 1964 since Swindon lost
here, goals from Ken Hale, Emie
Machin and George Hudson helping
Jimmy Hill's side to a hard fought
3-2 victory.
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Welcome to the series where we look at seasons gone by. We feature some of the highs and lows of a campaign,
pick out some great games and goals as well as some of the key individuals. The question is can you spot the
season and if so how many sections will you need to read to work it out? Find out the answer on page 67.

gg CHAMPIONS

54 points in 2 46 game !

championship seasan left the Sky Norwich City were cenvincing
Blues slap bang in the middle of the champions, their 34 points
Championship table, in 12th place secing them eight clear of
Away form was pretty good with runners up West Brom and 15
only two games more lost than won ahead of the Play-off places.
but at horne there were only four Having finished sixth. Crystal
more victories than defeats. Only Palace went up through the
six teams In the division boasted a Play-off route

better goal difference

COVENTRYCITY V
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Stephen Wamock's consister
him become the Sky Blue Player o
the Season. The on loan Liverpool
man retumed to Anfield and made 30
appearances the following season for

The Reds in all competitions

h=alf 1the
nail ine

to look a'“l hws wife, who would cgzn

pass away in "’]1'6 following a bf:‘t.l—.‘

33 players were used across the 46
games but none of them managed
o play ine ey match. Stephen

Warnock was the most regular
mempber of the side, starting 42
league games and coming off the
bench in a couple of others

Under "l"m,‘.l K Iﬂ'] D.‘.ﬂc”'ﬁ fini :'“:t?-:j
Tr‘*f‘ nlt Nation id )

VD Fr\.a present L
were to suffe e agony ir
whﬁuch After|

ne \ id ﬂ.fi thr::—.- I\.q 1alties. His tally Brighton they won the s

psing 2

~as all the more impressive gi
“"“‘ he only played 19 times in
le gague, with three of those b

a ‘)h[) v lCQhPVre}’ notched anothe f
in the FA Cup on penalties

V the same score to

1
6

covmmvcrrv
Nationwide League Division One
17 January

Having gone three games without a goal
City took just two minutes to score at
Walsall through Andy Morrell. The Sky
Blues went on to slaughter The Saddiers
with Morrell and McSheffrey each
bagging braces, though McSheffrey went
home regretiing nat having the match
ball under his arm after missing a penalty

Having scored only nine goals in their
previous 13 games ihe Sky Blues went
goal crazy at The Bescot Stadium. They
had to wait until the second haif for the
goal-fest, Calum Davenport having been
denied by the crossbar with a header
mid-way through the opening half.

Paul Merson's Walsall equalisad on the
stroke of half time through Darren Wrack,
player/manager Merson providing the
assist That was especially disappointing
for the visitors as by then the home side
were down to ten men, Stefan Oskes
having been sent off ten minutes before
the break after 3 bad foul on Andrew
Whing.

£nc Black's men took full advantage
after the break, scoring early as they
had at the start of the game, this time
McSheffrey restoring the lead. From
then on it was oneway traffic with Julian
Joachim getting in cn the act by making
the third for Morrell before getting on the
score-sheet himself. An own gcal by fan
Roper soon Tollowed before McSheffrey
mage it six with eight minutes fo go.
There was still time for the same player
10 hitthe woodwork with a spot kick.

Qm

]FOLJL]P were knocked out of

boi :ups.om, fL;. the







Rob Mason rounds up news from SKYBET League Two.

OMPANY

It's so incredibly tight at the top th

one goal at Exeter last week cos:
Coventry not just a place in the
automatic promction places but
even a place in the top seven. The
Sky Blues slipped outside the Play-off
places on goal difference, being the
third of four teams on 44 points

Despiie the drop in league placing
City remain just two points away
from an automatic spot, althcugh
third placad Accrington Stanley have
a game in hand after winning at mid-
table Cheltenham.

What is heartening for all of the
teams chasing league leaders Luton
Town is that whereas it had begun
to look as if The Hatters were being
waved off into the distance leaving
just two automatic places to play
for, the Kennilworth Road outfit have
hit 5 sticky patch. So sticky in fact
that, including their FA Cup exit at
Newcastle, their third reverse ina
row came at Chesterfield whose 2.0
victory lifted them out of the bottom
two, surely the result of the day last
weekend.

Second placed Notts County were
unable 1o take full advantage of
Luton’s latest loss. The Magpies were
held by The Imips after 2 2-2 draw at
Sincil Bank where the point tht‘d
Lincoln City above Coventry ast

best placed of the quartet of clubs on
44 points.

A 3-1 home win over Colchester
United moved Wycombe Wanderers
up to fourth place, level on points with
third placed Accrington albeit having
playad 2 game more. The Chairboys
are a point above Coventry's
conquerors Exeter, however Faul
Tisdzle’s team, like Accringion, have
agame in hand on the rest of the
leading pack.

A third side looking at capitalising on
a game in hand are this afternoon’s
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visitors Swindon Town They drew
level with Coventry on 44 points after
a 1-0 home win over Forest Green
Rovers who dropped back into the
relegation berths. The Robins have
been much betier on the road than at
the County Ground so far this season
and will be tough opponents here
today

Coventry's next visitors Cambridge
United remain in mid-table having
been held to a goalless draw at home
by Mansfield Town who are the final
club of the four on 44 points

Two points behind are Newport whom the point took them above
County whe followed up their cup Cheltenham and Grimsby.
1 Luton Town P E e S e e 62 Z¥ 3B 54
2 Notis County 21 1 9 4 46 28 B 31
3 Accrington Stanley 2608 4 U8 8t 30 M oA
4 Wycombe Wandsrers 27 e 7 49 3% 3 46
5 Exeter City % K4 3 9 3% 2 4 &
6 Lincoln Gty o3 S S EA T 3. % 1l 44
7 Mansfield Town o F e | G | e i S e e ]
8 Coventry City 27 =15 A ap i gy iy 44
9 Swindon Town + .26 W 20 W 3 345 M
10 Newport County 7 R | L S e i 42
1 Colchester United 28 /. 88 37 334 3 41
12 Cambridge United 20 00 g 25 31 -6 38
15 Carlisie United L e LT e Lt ST S 37
14 Crawley Town 2. il =6 i 27 3 -4 36
i5 Stevenoos R R L - el e e
i& Cheltenham Town 28 =0 T oD 37 41 -4 34
17 Grimsby Town 2830 TP N AR N 4
i8 PortVale 7y e e L 5 32
19 Morecambe 2] TR RS P AT 23
20 Crewe Alexandra b G [y et T ar BER v aa b 28
21 Yeovil Town -7 R B e N Y (S
22 Chesterfield o U e S 51 -23 24
23 Forest Green Roves 27 6 5 ® % &8 2 =B
24 Bamet SR S T e, D e 20

win over Leads with an excellent 2-1
away win 21 Grimsby. The Mariners
own promotion ambitions are looking
somewhat forlorn as they now

have ten points to make up to reach
even the Play-offs. Grimsby were
leap-frogged by Crawley Town Harry
Kewell's side beat bottom of the table
Bamet 2-0 3t home.

With 2 home cup tie to come against
Manchester United, Yeovil allowed
themselves scope to look forward to
that big occcasion even more by taking
& point from a 1-1 draw 2t Port Vale
The result opens up a fivepoint gap
for The Glovers from the relegation
spots aithough they still need to put
more daylight between themselves
and the bottom two.

One point above Yeowl are Crewe
Alexandra and Morecambe. Crewe
lost 1-0 at mid-table Carlisle United
while Morecambe took a point from
a home 1-1 draw with Stevenage for
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WHO WAS THAT THEN?

In each issue of PUSB this season we will attempt to test your memory by choosing a City game and giving you
a brief ‘pen-picture’ of each of the starting line-up. Your task is to name all XI. (Answers on page 63)

MANCHESTERCITY 1-3 COVENTRY CITY

FA CUP 4THROUND | 23 JANUARY 1982
Scottish international Scatland international
‘keeper who was once who played for Liverpool
City’s Player of the Year and Celtic in between two
Made the first nine of 292
league appearances for the
Sky Blues

Went on to play for Coventry born defender
England and win the UEFA nick-named Chukkie
Cup with Spurs.

COVENTRY CITY  SWINDON TOWN g S0 SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 3PM

spells with Coventry
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Having knocked Premier League opposition out of the FA Cup earlier
this month and with a fourth round match to look forward to how
much attention have you been paying to the rest of the competition.

1) Which Championship team were beaten at Newport County?

2) Which Championship team lost at home to Notts County?

3) Which Championship team knocked out holders Arsenal?

4) Which Championship team lost at home to Peterborough United?

5) Which two League Two teams both lost to Premier League
opposition at St. James’ Park?

6) Coventry travel to MK Dons in Round 4. Who did The Dons beat
as The Sky Blues were beating Stoke?

7) Wycombe Wanderers conceded five goals at home to which
Championship team?

8) Subject to Premier League clubs winning their replays how many
all Premier League games could there be in round four?

9) Which Premier League manager achieved his first win for his
new club in round three?

America

K

sconng in this win from a second

10) Apart from Yeovil v Man United and Newport v Spurs, subject to
a replay which other League Two side were drawn at home to a
Premier League club?

minute cormer.

SN

HOW DID YOU DO?

10 points  Table topper

7-9 points  Promotion matenal
5-6 points Play off loser

3-4 points Mid table

2points  Just escaped the drop

0-1 points Relegation beckons = keep reading PUSB and move
up the table

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 2PM & 2 ? COVENTRY CITY \V SWINDON TOWN



Today’s visitors have some

dangerous players. Watch out for

isi [ Swindon's Keshi Anderson
Here's a little test on today’s visitors Swindon Town

1) .What is the name of Swindon's ground? FIVE FACTS

2) John Trollope is Swindon’s record appearance 1) Keshiis on losa from

Palace.
i 89, 789 or 889 games for
maker. Did he play 6 e i cinlin
the club? B ki Cvertry whenhe
3) Are Swindon known as The Robins, The was playing for Northampton.

5 2 3) He has previously been on
Bluebirds or The Throstles? ) loan from Palace to Doncaster

4) Which big London club did Swindon once beat at [ e
N -
Wembley in the League Cup final? orthampton

He scored the first goal of his
~ career against Swindon — on
became a Coventry manager scored against his second appearance in

5) Which former Coventry forward who later

September 2015 when he was
with Doncaster.
He made the 50th league

appearance of his career on
New Year’s Day.

swindon in that final?

Have you been in the Family Zone today? If not get
here early next time and take a trip there. There’s
loads to do with Giant Jenga, Subbuteo and table
football. You can get your face glitter painted and
there's a Sky Blue Sam postbag so you can send
questions to Sky Blue Sam and the players. What's
more once the teams are announced vou'll find
out who is playing and there's also a great Dug-out
Draw which is a competition with the prize of
being able to watch the match warm up from Mark
Rabins’ place in the dug-out. How cool is that?
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Can you help Sky Blue Sam with your match report?

BEFORE KICK OFF:

1) What do you think today's score will be?
Coventry City Bl swindon Town Il

2) Who do you think will be Man of the Match?
=k e 1

3) Guess how many people will be at the game
R i et

AT HALF TIME:

4) What was the half time score?
Coventry City Il svindon Town

5) What do you think the full time score will be now?
Coventry City Il Swindon Town

6) Who has impressed you most in the first half?
et e R =

AFTER THE MATCH:
7) What was the final score?

Coventry City Il Swindon Town
8) Who scored the goals?

9) Was the best player in the first half just as good in the

second? Yes / No
10) Who was your Man of the Match?

1) Jordan s only . .
' 2) At the start of this season he had just sev
 minutes first team football experience.

Sky Blues 3-0

: 3) He scored his first goal ke
| win at Luton in October.

 4) Thatfree kick won Jordan the EFL Leagu®

Two Goal of the Month award.

| 5) deasfsfustgoaiathomecaminmem
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School: Christ the King Infants
Hobbies: Footba!l and singing in
the carl

Favourite Players: Jack Gnmmer,
Jedi Jones and Michael Doyle

CIAN BUCKLEY

Age: 8

School: St Augustines Cathaolic
School

Hobbies: ~ootball

Favourite Players: Jorcan Willis,
Lee Burge, Ryan Haynes

FELIXHUNTER

Age: 7

School: Race Leys Infant School
Hobbies: Fooibali, Tenmis and
playing Plants vs Zombies
Favourite Players: Marc McNuity,
Tom Bayliss and Michael Boyle

HENRY GIDDINGS

Age: 6

School: St. John Fisher primary
school

Hobbies: Football, swimming and
playing games

Favourite Players: loci Jenes,
Michael Doyle

KIERAN MATTOCKS

Age: 7

School: St Andrew's C of E infant
Schoaol

Hobbies: Football (Plays for
Coaundon Court Football Clubs U7
team), Taekwon-do, playing with
his friends and playing on his PS4
Favounte Players: Jodi Jones

CASEY PAUL WIDDOWSON
Age: 7

School: Grange Farm Primary
School

Hobbies: Foctball crazy - plays for
Jnder 8's Coventry Sporting and
trams with Coveniry City
Favourite Players: Jordan Willis

and Jodi Jones

3 COVENTRY CITY v SWINDON TOWN
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CYRILLE REGIS

9.2.1958 — 15.1.2018

f George Curtis was from either fi i cture in an Albion side
the Sky Blue player of zerial prese her outstanding

the 60s and Tommy goals were he Laurie
Hutchison the player centre-forward who led srendan Batson

of the 70s, then Cyrille Regis was passion and bravery pr
a strong contender for the City ‘ r
player of the 1980s. Cyrille was

a talismanic centre-forward who S[TE0ES,
was adored by Coventry City fans t

ason and the
lowing season
tkinson in charge,

inished third in Division

of all ages during his seven years Born in Maripasoula i One saw Cyrille gain intemational

at Highfield Road and was a key Guiana, Cyrille’s family n. In his seven years at
player in the Sky Blues' 1987 FA the UK in the early 1960s ar the H oms he builta formidable
Cup triumph. His death this week at grew up in West London, not fa reputation as a goalscorer winning
just three weeks short of his 60th from Wembley Stadium. West Brom four England caps and namowly
birthday has shocked the football spotted him playing for non-league missed going to the 1982 World
world but especially the fans of his Hayes and at the age of 18 he moved Cup finals. The Sky Blues crossed
two favourite clubs, West Bromwich 10 the Hawthoms for a £5,000 fee paths with Big C several tim

Albion and Coventry City. He made an instant impact, scorng that period and two games are not

fondly remembered by City fans. In
Ociober 1978 Atkinson's rampaging

e than useful

twice on his debut in a League Cu
k and direct, Cyrille tie with Rotherham and four days
llent first touch and a later, like something eut of Roy Albion side took ¢

of
ring spectacular goals, of the Rovers, he scored against City team apart at the Hawthorns,
erfully running at defences Middlesbrough on his league debut. e scoring twice

ore unleashing thunderous shots Within a short space of time he Then, in 1982, Dave Sexton’s young

-

- &
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TRIBUTES TO
CYRILLE REGIS

'“rF‘ru man
his family

Cyrille.

Naver

Y

COVENTRY CITY / SWINDON TOWN it 535>

City side travelled to the Hawthoms
foran FA F:qp sixth round tie and
Cyrille scored the first goal - one
of his .:C.!"_‘dmt‘!'s = in the 20 win.
That year he was voted second in
the PFA Player of the Year award
behind Kevin Keegan. His haul of five
England caps was poor reward for
years of brilliance and he would have
won more but for the outstanding
form of Trevaor Francis and Paul
A 1anrr; and later Gary Lineker, and if
e had played for more fashionable
clubs

Cyrille admitted in his autcbiography
that the years 1983-86 were spent

in the wilderness. He lost formina
struggling Albion side, had off the
pitch problems and his career had
stalled when City manager Bobby
Gould paid £256,000 for him in
October 1984. His first two seasons
at Coveniry were disappointing as
first Gould, and then Don Mackay
used him as target man and his goal

éf_

retum was poor. He aimost joined
Bordeaux in 1985 and under Mackay
there were stories that City were
trying to unload hirn for £40,000. |n
his first season City had to win their
last three games to avoid relegation
and in the final game he finally.came
good, scoring twiee (a powerful
header and a serambled effort)
There were always glimpses of the

d Cyrille, for example he equalled
the club's individual scoring record
by netting five goals in a League
Cup game with Chester. After John
and George took overin 1986 Sillett
insisted they played to Cyrilles
strengths — playing on the deck and
getting him tohold the ball up and
play off and around him. Immediately
City looked a different proposition,
the successful partnership with Dave
Bennett was formed and the club
enioy=d their best season for a long
time. Cyrille netted 16 goals including
a memorable 80th minute winner
against Tottenhamin a 4-3 thriller
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athristmas but this was anly the
prelude to a memorable FA Cup run.

Cyrille described City's 1987 FA Cup
win as the greatest football day of
his career and his role in that famous
team was vital. He scored in the

3-0 win over Bolton in round three
and then inthe sixth round he get
City on the way to a famious victory
by scoring at the Kop end against
Sheffield Wedneday at Hillsborough
Uoyd McGrath and Dave Bennett did
the hard work in the centre circle and
a one=two with Benno saw Cyrille
take off like a greyhound with the
Wednesday defence trailing in his
wake. As Martin Hodge the Owls
goalkeeper came eut Cyrille, from the
edge of the penaity area, let fly and
the ball rocketed into the net.

His form that season was so good
that he was recalled to the England
squad and gained the last of his five

full caps. Critics said he did not score

enough goals but he made many
for others purely with his physical
presence and the fear he induced
into defenders. Whilst John Sillett
was in yrille was guaranteed
aplace f«wi his post playing career
seemed assured when John gave
him and Trevor Peake coaching
roles. However in 1990 when Sillett
was sacked the new manager Terry
Butcher wanted change. Several
of the 'B7 boys were let goand
in May 1991, to the surprise and
disappointment of the fans, Cyrille
was given afree transfer, a decision
which turned outtc be premature.

Ron Atkinson, by now in chargeat
Asion

at

on Villa, 'c—ahsed that Cyrille had
more io offer and signed him. The
move gave him a new lease of life
and he was a first team regular. Then
in May 1962 Cyrille scored a goa!
against City at Villa Park that, but for
Notis County’s late winner, would
have sent his old club down. After

g




e joined Wol
sferand later play
ycombe Wanderers and
then took up a coaching
st Brom but quickly

ed that coaching wasn't for
noved to become a very

d some big names in the
ing on sensible advice to
yers making their way in

e In 2008 he was awarded

Coventry City legend and FA Cup
winning goalkeeper Steve Ogrizovic
has paid tribute to former teammate
Cyrille Regis.
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strong &
Their ne
sombre

When the Former
was formed e
wasone of t

aboul mest
Suppor

Days. | ofte mps im in the

Legends L. Ways
struck by Indness
andhiss Never
said 2 bad wo nyone and
would eng itively with everyone
he camell act with. When he

s team. That helped to
ionships and you could
Cyrille knew everybody
e inside out and wek

l{'s incredible that we lock
a Coventry legend, which
West Brom and other
at him as their hero

football has been un
m_; tribute to Regis, which is

ened to the tributes - it's bes
imes to listen” said Ogrizovic

hc‘r“ people recall their exper
dore it's quite heart-
you see the'love that
for Cyrille. It's all r=ally
use he was that type

uietly mostly, about the
>rs he was compelling
on his every word. For
ients his words and wise
ave been invaluable and
becoming a bom-again

=

Laurie Cunningham in 1989, religion
had played an important role in his fife

There were no signs of impending
heslth problems when | last saw

| never ever saw him Ic
would have b ]
his cool!
placid but so good on the pitch”

1987 FA Cup winning boss John
Sillett paid tribute to Cyrille Regis
following his untimely death.

“He was the perfect gentleman, the

rbody knows ab
w how to use”

ht they
ihe
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irful centre half and

ﬁns:stencywe second to none.

Cﬁonsequenlly. whm Don Mackay

paried company with the club in
April 1986 it'was Curiis that the
board tumed to. Havmg become
commercial manager in July 1974,
he had taken over as Managing
Director in September 1983 when
his old team-mate Bobby Gould was
manager. Evidently the board didnt
have 1o laok far to find someone who

- knew the clubinside out and could
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whose captaincy and ==

sbeathesldeﬁunugh the remammg
three fixtures of the season.

of the relegation places just five years
after winning a European trophy.

If there was cause for celebration
inthe Curtis household where two
days Iater George tumed 47, that was
nothing compared 1o the scenes a
year later as Coventry won the cup.

e
-,'- "1

dearof:pswmmmquedmerasf

who duly took over ieam affairs with
Curtis moving back ‘upstairs’into a
more administrative role, the pair both
deserve credit for Coventry’s success.

During George's famed 1986-87
season in chiarge City didn't justwin
the cup but climbed to 10th inthetop
flight. far from the lowly position the
team occupied when The fronmian
was called upon. Curtis didnThave a
lot to spend but inJuly 1986 invested
£60,000 in what proved iobean
inspired purchase in bringing in Keith
Houchen from Scunthorpe United.

 Houchen was the kind of centre
. forward Curtis knew could cause
trouble. As a centre half George had

been renownead 55 & hard maninan
age where physical contact wasnt
just accepted, it Was expected. Curtis
the centre half was used io having
physically fragile centre forwards in
his pocket but Hotichen was the sort
who would let centre halves know
they had been ina game. However,
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he was yet to pull upany trees
in his career so Curtis deserves
credit for sesing enough in him

to produce the cheque-book.
Houchen had only scored twice in
nine league games for Scunthorpe
having previously played for York,
Leyton Onient and Hartlepool.
During the cup winning season
Houchen would only score twice

in 20 games but inthe FA Cup he
was a revelation. Five goals in as
many games included two in the
quarter-final, one in the semi and
the iconic moment of the final,
where his diving header was one of
the all-time most memorable cup
final moments.

The Wembley win over Tottenham
was the climax of a season under
Curtis’ control. It commenced

with defeat at the same ground
and by the same scoreline as

his one previous away game in
cnarge, losing at West Ham by

& single goal. Nick Pickering had
scored the winner in George's

first match as manager and the
England intemational came up
trumps again with the winner in the
opening home game of the season
as Arsenal were beaten, before
following it up with another goal to
eam a poeint:against Everton.

COVENTRY CITY " SWINDON

Firm foundations were being laid and
by the end of September a seven
game unbeaten run had seen only
one goal conceded in the last five of
those. By then a cup run was under
way — but in the League Cup. Mighty
Liverpool — who had done 'the double’
the previous season — were taken

1o a replay with a quarter-final place
at stake as City hinted at what was

to come. At the start of the month
where it was Coventry’s tum to win

at Wembley Liverpool were beaten at
Highfield Road, that man Pickering
again notching the winner.

It was Coventry’s 25th
season in alleompetitio
bestvictory of the sea
come:¥he cup run had Iwi
a comfortable 3-0winever Bolton
and away wins at Manchester United,
Stoke ancfSﬁefﬁelg,\!I@nesda
Having hlt{‘hel ‘3_: d'Trafford,

at Hntisborough again for a semi-
final showdown with Leeds, where
he scored 2gain as Coventry won in
exira-time.

Working in tandem with John Sillett,
George Curtis was a man everyone
in and around Coventry looked up
to, and in guiding the club to FA Cup

Ogrizovic, Cortis mmams the record
outfield appearance maker and
indead the only non-goalkesper to
play over 500 times.

Former Coventry player Harry Bamratt
had recommended City sign Curtis &
from Snowdown Colliery who Sanaﬁ-' 3
managed, and so in October 1955 “f C I
George was broughtito the club as aj&»"'
16-year old during the brief reign of‘,,v ;
Jesse Carver. =

By the time he was 17 Georgehad £
playedin threeleague games, with
three different goalkeepers. As was

so often theease in the time before
Play-offs late season games often

had little at stake other than testing

out young players to see if they had
whiat it takes. Thus Curiis was given

the final three games of the season by
George Raynor whio had succeeded
Carver. it wasn't the greatest of
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debuts as four goals were leaked in
defeat at Newport but there would be

a first clean sheet on his home debut

on the final day of thecampaign,

George had made the right impression
and got 19 games the following year,
many efthem at left back but while he
four fewerleague games the
after by nowhe was €aming a
his.best position at the heart
ence, where he started the
dozen games of the season.

The next nine seasons saw him play
incredible 440 games, an average

of over 48 a season, Most of these
Wae befme the dawn of substitutes

sowa'ejﬂﬂ 90 minute appearances
Strange when you think of coaches

day teams because of fatigue.

By the time England won the World
Cup in 1966 Gearge Curtis had
missed just two Goventry games
during the decade — and he would be
ever present in the following season
too!

During this period Coventry climbed
from the third division to the top flight
for the first ime, the club reaching the
highest level in 1967, exactly 20 years
before the cup came to Highfield

Having dene so much to get Coventry
into the top flight Curtis made his own

first division bow at Burnley but before.

he coulld lead the side out at home he
was missing. With huge misfortune
and awfully bad timing a broken leg

~inthe second game of the seasonat

Nottingham Forest meant that Jimmy
Hill's side would face the top talent

¥ in the country minus their totemic
defender.

S Byihe tme George came backat
“E=sier Noel Cantwell was in charge.

Coming off the bench in a homewin
over Stoke, Curtis was asked to start
in the return match just 24 hours later
only to have to come off injured.

weitawould be the foliowing October
making wholesale changes to modemn &8 3

€ he could play regularly
again. However, he had recovered

- sufﬁﬁent‘y 1o show he could hold

down a regular spot at ihe highest
level despite approaching the veteran
stage, one highlight being 2 goal ina
home win over Manchester United
who had baecome the first English
Europ=an champions, and at the time
had reached the semi-finals in the
defence of their trophy.

it would be Manchester United's next
visit that marked the final start of
Curtis’ Coventry eareer. A week later,
in November 1969, George came off
the bench for his final City appearance
in a goalless draw at Burnley.

The following month the man whe
had been a central figure in a decada
of massive improvement for the
club moved on. A measuire of how
swinging the sixties had been was
that Coventry had climbed from
division three to being destined for
sixth place in the top flight at the end
of Curtis' final season. City werenow
in & higher division than Aston Villa
which was where Curtis would add a
final chapter fo his playing career.

Division two champions in 1960, Villa
had won the League Cup in the first
year of its existence a year later and
been finalists again two years onfrom
that before dropping out of the top
flight in 1967, just as second division
champions City took their piace.

Signing for Tormimy Docherty, after

just 13 gealsinall his years

at Highfield Road, Gurtis
announced his arrival with
adebut goal that eatned a
Boxing Day point away to this
aftemoon’s visitors Swindon.
George would score twice more
before the end of the season
but by the time of his next goal
The Doc’ had departed with Vic
Crowe taking over but unable to
prevent Villa going down to the
third division

Injury restricted Curtisto 11
games in his first full season

at Villa Park but in his second
he helped the Villans io the

third division title, the final
appearance of a long career
comingina 1-1 draw at
Mansfield on 24 April 1972. Over
half of George's life at this point
had been spent as & first team
player. 16 years and 11 months
old when making his bew in
Coventry colours, 17 years and
three days had elapsed between
that debut at Newport and him
walking off the pitch for the final
fime.

While his managerial career
would be brief to say it was
successful weuld be an
understatement and so George
Curtis"time as City Supreme
should be looked on as fondly
as his time as a3 true legend on
the pitch




Mark Robins said: "We have had tc defend really
weell at times, but | think if we would have come
in 30 up 3t half time, | dontthink anyone could
comipiain

"We had our share of possession. We had our

: share of play. | think there were some unbelievably

| O'BRIEN BUTLAND mature performances from players who are
GRIMMER EDWARDS §Mmof age. Jordan Maguire Drew and
WILLIS ZOUMA _ om Bayliss were bath phenomenal today

. DAVIES WIMMER
STOKES CAMERON (52’ CROUCH) T Dot s NS
SHIPLEY (85’ HAYNES) ADAM (75' SHAQIRI) ﬁmm% Ji [ﬁwM
bos s Pl

. BAYLISS IRELAND (72’ CHOUPO- were magrficent. ftwes a reclly proud day

MAGUIRE-DREW (62’ MOTING) o
STEVENSON) SOBHI

Th .
MCNULTY DIOUF s cup game has been an added edraforus.

| can't tell you how massive it s for us hetause t
BIAMOU BERAHINO Mamﬁmunmgeﬁavwmh‘wammes
& after the game-and that is massive for us
UNUSED SUBS: UNUSED SUBS:
BURGE, HAYNES, FINN, GRANT, SOUTTAR, FLETCHER, “if we tan get another good draw in the next
MAYCOCK, PONTICELLI AFELLAY round then that is massive for us. More of our
Referee: Martin Atkinson | Attendance: 14,199 supporters wil come to the games and it s really

imporiant in terms of the ransfer market that we
get good revenue thiough”
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TICKET NEWS

HOME TICKE:::"NEWS

v CAMBRIDGE UNITED v ACCRINGTON STANLEY v LUTON TOWN
SkyBet League Two SkyBet League Two SkyBet League Two
Tuesday, 30th January Saturday, 10th February Saturday, 17th February
Kick-Off: 7:45pm Kick-Off: 3:00pm Kick-Off: 3:00pm
General Sale General Sale General Sale

v COLCHESTER UNITED 14 450071 -1
Tuesday, 13th February AR R GG
SkyBet League Two

Kick-0Off: 7:45pm ' ‘_ . 7
\ General Sale £5+) 500 for Unde
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laying at the Maracana
against Brazil's 197
World Champions,
becoming the Republic
of Ireland's youngest international,
scoring for Coventry in an FA Youth
Cup final, starring in 150 games for
the Sky Blues and being a regular for
Spurs in the days of Glenn Hoddle
and Ossie Ardiles would seem to be
the highlights of a full career, let alone
someone whose top class career
was curtailed through injury at the
age of just 26, writes Rob Mason

Jimmy Holmes was at the peak

of his powers when he lined up at
the Vasil Levski Stadium in Sofia in
May 1979 for a crucial European
Championships gualifying match
with a Bulgarian side who Ireland
had experienced some tasty games
with in that era, two Irishmen having
been sent off on the Republic’s
previous visit. 55 minutes had gone
when Insh sub Paddy Mulligan saw
Ivan llliev steaming in and tried to
wam Jimmy. Mulligan was warming
up and remembers, *l could see
what was coming down the tracks.
The Bulgarian player was going for
the ball with his studs showing.
‘Don't go Jimmy' | shouted. It was
never Jimmy’s ball but he had made
up his mind to contest the tackle. He
was too brave for his own good’

The injury was a bad cne and the
treaiment he received in Bulgaria
had to be re-dealt with both on
the way home and once he was
back in England. Complications,
including an infection, resuited in a

top level career coming to a far too
premature close

Coming back from serious injury
there were mental hurdles as well
as physical ones to overcome. The
natural inclination to thunder into a
tackle was understandably perhaps
more hesitant than it once was, and
with & young Chris Hughton coming
through the ranks at Tottenham,
Holmes moved on to play in the
calmer surrounds of Vancouver
Whitecaps.

Jimmy’s old Coventry boss Gordon
Milne brought him back to these
shores with Leicester City in 1982-83
but the two games he managed for
the Foxes both ended in defeat, albeit
the one Laicester goal scored in the
games Holmes played was scored by
ayoung Mr. Lineker

Looking to resurrect his career
Jimmy had four games for Brentford
later in the season but a debut at
Newport was a long way — in every
sense — from jousting with Jairzinho
at the Maracanz. Still trying io re-
capture an injury hit career, the same
season ended with Jimmy tuming
out alongside player-manager Bruce
Rioch at Torquay.

Former West Brom stalwart John
Wile was player/manager of
Peterborough United where Jimmy
found a home, stariing off in front of
an up and coming goalkeeper by the
name of David Seaman.

City’'s next visitors Cambridge were
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on the receiving end of the Iast goal
of Jimmy's league career, a penalty
in October 1985 before Halifax Town
was the scene of his final league
appearance the following month.

Having moved into coaching at
Peterborough, Jimmy went on to
work extensively in non-league in
player/manager roles and then spent
23 years in the police force based

at Litile Park Street in Coventry
before taking on his current jobas a
chauffeur.

Itis a long and varied life for a
Dubliner who was all set to sign for
Manchester United as a boy before
Coventry stepped in. Jimmy had
met with United’s legendary boss
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FACT

FILE

COVENTRY CITY

Tottenham Hotspur 197781
Vancouver Whitecaps 1981-82
Leicester City 198283
Brentford 1983
Torguay United 1983
Peterborough United 108385
Nuneaton Borough 198587
Leicester United 1987
Hitchin Town 1887-80
Bedworth United 1989-9p
Nuneaton Borough 1990

Republic of Ireland: 30 caps, 1 goal

Sky Blue total, all competitions:
QEARANG GOALg

< o

1970-77

[l o]

Mait Busby at the Gresham Hotel in
Dublin and even had tickets to travel
to Manchester when suddenly Noel
Cantwell tumed up at his family’s
door. Holmes had seen Cantwell play
for Ireland but there was ancther
reason Coventry captured his
signature rather than United, that
was when Jim's brother revealed that
Coventry had bought his house for
his parents! City’s wonderfully named
scout Bunny Fulham was a pal of
Jimmy's dad and so the Sky Blues
had learned of his young talent.

Playing alongside Dennis Mortimer
and Mick McGuire, Holmes came to
prominence in the 1970 FA Youth Cup
final against a Tottenham team that
included Steve Perryman and Graeme
Souness. Jimmy scored in the first
lea at Highfield Road but after the final
ended level on aggregate City lost the
toss for the venue of the replay and
went down 1-0 at the third time of
asking. As a youth player he did win a
trophy with City though, coach Ronnie
Farmer’s side beating West Ham

2-1 on aggregate in the final of the
Southern Junior Floodlit Cup.

Jimmy had to wait until December
of the following year for his first
team debut which came against
Leicester but by then he was already
a full international. Over six months
before his bow for the Sky Blues he
had become the Republic of Ireland’s
youngest ever full international when
he replaced Don Givens for the last
guarter of an hour of a defeat by
Austna at Dalymount Park

No doubt there would have been
many more caps but for his
Bulgarian nightmare but over nine
years Jimmy's 30 caps included 17
won with Coventry, a goal from the
penalty spot against Norway and

a draw with England at Wembley
(where Gerry Daly scored)

Having got into the Coventry team
after becoming an international,
Jimmy remained on the fringe of
the side until 1973-74 when he
missed just one miaich. Remaining
at Highfield Road until Mareh 1977,
Jimmy's was a terrific career that
would have been so much longer
but for one far away fierce tackle in
the service of his country. Granted a
Testimonial! by the FA of Ireland, an
Irish Xi featuring Packie Bonner, Chris

Hughton, David O'Leary and Tony
Cascarine took on an X1 assembled
by Jimmy’s old Tottenham tearm-
mate Glenn Hoddle which included
Pat Jennings, Ossie Ardiles, Chris
Waddle and Garth Crooks

That was a fitting tnibute to an ever
popular player who was a fine talent
and a superb reader of the game,
Jimmy Holmes who is special guest
at the match today

PUSB: How much are you looking
forward to being quest of honour this
afternoon and how ofteri do you get to

see the team?

JIMMY: | don't get up there very often
because of my job. | am the chauffeur
for the Mayor of Nuneaton, which

is something I've beer doing for six
years now but | was up there for the
game against Sioke when | thought
they played bnlliantly. It was a great
day and | enjoyed that one.

PUSB: How has your autobicgraphy,
The Day My Dream Ended. done?

JIMMY: | enjoyed doing it and locally
it's done well so I'm quite happy with
iL

PUSB: Your first goal came at Anfield
in your first season as a regular. What
can you remember of it?

JIMMY: Ray Clemence was in goal
and as | remember it the goal was a
free kick that went in off the post at
the Kop end

PUSB: You made yourname asa

left back but was that your favourite
position or did you prefer it when you
played more in midfield for Coventry?

JIMMY: No | was definitely a defender
but | did like playing in midfield at 3
time when we had a lot of experienced
defenders. My best game in midfield
was at Middlesbrough wherz it

ended foureach and | gottwo. | was
supposead 1o pick up Graeme Souness
but | think he got two as well.

PUSB: Youcantclaimichave hada

good game Jimimy, you lost your man
twice!

JIMMY: Yes, well okay! | don' think he
was chasing me anyway!
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strong when you

Tommy Huttru;\,.\n, was that the best
mr*re-rﬁhm you had in your career at

Covenitry

L "1 cny
‘\.‘.' uld ._.a‘;f Don't go by me, just win
the ball, give it to me and Il do the
rest. The yalls

in your 19
but one
outside foctball as Davi
Was hr- Ii'«'e as a your

young
factthat

| goalkeepers are

Ic:'a —even C!!Jf‘ wi
some people think
strange!

JIMMY: They're all mad, goalkeepers,
in My opinion, in the nicest possible
way. David lcke was a fantastic
trainer, in fact he never stopped
training. He would run off the pitch
when he was finished, rub himself
down, jJump into his mini and drive off
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Hewas a L,O""u ‘<€ED_" ana a great
+
oL

e on the rest of the players

PUSB: Having joined Spurs how did
a team with Glenn Hoddle, Ralph
Coates, Steve Perrymian, Peter Taylor
and Pat Jennings go down?

JIMMY: It's amazing, When | joined
Tottenham | didn't even realise what
position they were in. We'd been
playing Derby and | planned 1o go out
for a drink with Alan Dugdale when
we got back but [manager] Gordon
Milne told me that Tettenham
wanted (o Slgn meand | had togo

to the Esso hotel where they were
waiting for me. | met up with them
around midnight and didnt get home
until around three in the miorning so
it was all very sudden. It was transfer
deadline day and the move had to

be registered by five oclock | went
there when we didn't have many
g:zn“ﬁs to go'and | missed some
mistches thr ough damaging my
ankle ligaments in a tackle with Chris
Garland who was playing for Bristol
City. | scared in the last game against
Leicester who we beat but it was

all over then, we were in the second
division.

PUSE: There were some great days at
White Hart Lane as you went straight
back up, there's not toco many players
take part ina 8-0 win?

JIMMY: That was a fairy-tale. Glenn
Hoddle was unbelievable that day.
The thing is Bristel Rovers had Bobby
Gould playing for them and at half
time he said, Take it easy onusin the
second half Holmesy'. iftwas cneof
those games. lan Moores, who is dead
now, scored three and Colin Lee got
four on his debut.

PUSB: There's not too many gét to play
in front of 120,000 at the Maracana
either. Although Pele had retired from
intemational footbali that Brazil side of
the early seventies were magnificent —
what were they like to actually face?

JIMMY: It wasn't scary but there was
a weight of anticipation just to see
how the first ten minutes would go. |
looked across at kick off and | could
see 2 front three of Rivelino, Tostao
and Jairzinho who was my winger and
he was 62", Straight away he went by
me and put in a cross which Tostao
headed against the bar. | shouted to
Eoin Hand who was player/ manager
and said, ‘Eoin, you've got to giveme a
hand against this guy, but he just said,
‘Sorry Holmesy | can'tdo it I'vegot to
pick him up’, pointing across the piich.
So | said 'Who? and he answered,
‘Riveling’. we just looked at each other
and laughed! They were unbelievable
but they only beat us 2-1. It was one of
the highlights of my career.




SKY BLUES STORY
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SKY BLUE STORY - 50 YEARS ON

with Club Historian Jim Brown

TOPSY TURVY FORMDOESN'T
HELP RELEGATION FIGHT

fter a weekend
without 2 game, the
SW Blues resumed
heir relegation fight
on the 7'"'4.1‘ January with a
home game against Nes
United. The Magpies we
a much better season and I y
sixth in Division One with o ‘i_f
one defeat in nine games. Wels
international centre-forward \f‘~ yn
Envu:n had scored 10 goals and
a defence built around John
McNamee and Bobby Moncur
Ws:“ghl

Noel Cantwell recalled Brian Hill
at right-back for his first game
for two months, in place of Dave
Clements. Former manager
Jimmy Hill and his wife Heather

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN f_<.48

~ - ~ne wrme Er ~rr
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City had the
early part of t
ID‘SE iijr"»’&‘f“: \

Scott came on as ute and ter
: es inio

minutes later p
the |

1 with a fierce d
the penalty area. City had
their chances and Hannigan's header
looked goal-bound until A viarshall
grabbed it on the line with City
players appealing that it had crosse

the

rive f ( m the

line J«F‘H'T;IC later Gerry Baker

ares with a left- L
drive from a great pas frfr iibson
r hali-ime it was nip and tuck

il 64 minutes when Jackie Sinclair
was allowed to run some 35 yards
unct .a;leﬁqed ‘vf > hammering

ier through a ruck

as: to follow as
1 ina *‘7 ird

"‘.\.J rea-‘.-[;“-,g
fthe team in
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favour of Willie Carr. Bobby Gould
was alsooul with g
Mick Kearns and
into the side. Ch
former ple
the lower reaches of D
and had been thrashed
Park the previous week
Cantwell v
away scout
players

In a dire first half City, playingin a

new sky blue kit with a rv,-al blue

neck, just shaded
missed their b
straight at goalk

Ice ;;_-!Tcrs -.s‘_-:‘lu‘

cCame on IC
had picked up a leg Wu’\c

was also limping ]
to make a good save from Lewis and
then the ke
header around :
Aerr" defending
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Dublin born Jimmy was brought to Highfield Road by fellow countryman Noel Cantwell as a
promising youngster in 1970 from St John Bosco.

:fm.u,H his
Lelcaster

After a gntly 1-0 win against Carlisle at the
back end of 2017 lowly Chesterfield oppused
uson New Year's Day. Heroic ex CCFC
defender Dave Busst saw a single goal Sky
Blue victory (another first half McNulfy strike).
Since retiring with & homific leg injury, Dave
has become well respected as a driving force
behind the club’s Sky Blues in The Community
Davendes :PPVEC CWa Arways project.

ANDY SEES WYCOMBE WIN

Just before Xmas former Sky Blue forward Andy Morrell, who now
manages Tamworth, saw CCFC eventually s=e off Wycombe Wanderers
CCFPA along with all Sky Blue in a maich of fluctuating fortunes. An arnaz;nc iong r"r:ge oper*»er fraﬁ
fans were devastated to hear of Sky Biue captain (and :

the sudden death at the tragically CCFPA member) Michael
early age of 59 of our true Sky Biue Doyle and a Marc McNuity
‘Legend’ earlier this week (just as sirikegaveusa 2-0lead A
this page went to press). A full Wanderers 1st half penalty
tribute is on our website. A ‘Big (in added time) and an
man’ of football in every way he early second half equalisar =
will be sorely missed by the Sky required McNulty's second to ‘. A
Blue family. guarantee the points. Andy (feft) with CCFPA's Pat Raybould &the Famiy Zone gang
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Mark Robins said: “Today was
totally unlike us;’

“I think that we were unnerved 2
little by the presence of Jayden
Stockley up front and we did not
deal with him very well at all.
SWEENEY GRIMMER
SEABORNE (45' WOODMAN) WILLIS “We gave them a gosl and a really
ARCHIBALD-HENVILLE DAVIES poor one at that. As sconaswe
MOXEY STOKES did that we were on the back foot.
HOLMES (79' BOATENG) SHIPLEY (77 BARRETT) On a pitch like that it béﬁornes very
i o i and ey mode e
HARLEY MAGUIRE-DREW (82 e
TAYLOR STEVENSON)
STOCKLEY MCNULTY “They played very mueh unlike an
Exeter team because of the way
@ thatthe pitch has cut up, butthat

UNUSED SUBS: UNUSED SUBS: :
JONES, SIMPSON, WILSON, O'BRIEN, HAYNES, is up o them and we have to deal

JAY, MCALINDEN MCDONALD, BEAVON with that.

Referee: Ben Toner | Attendance: 4,219 (339) “| am disappointed, and it is another

rezlly good opportumty wasted”
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REPRESENT COVENTRY CITY IN THE EFL KIDS CUP! ..-.-:;

A record number of 63 Primary
Schools took part in the Local
Competition stage of the EFL Kids

Cup during December and January -
hosted by Sky Blues in the Community
for schools across Coventry and
Warwickshire with over 400 children

taking part.

The £FL Kids Cup comprises of a six-a-
side competition for U11 scheolchildren
and culminates in three finals across
the Sky Bet EFL Play-Off weekend

in May. The road to the finals starts
with EFL Clubs organising a Kids Cup
local competition for all local schools

Registered
Charity
Number:
11Z7014

wishing fo take part. Sky Blues inthe
Community (on behalf of Coventry
City Football Club) hosted the local
competition for schools based in
Coventry and Warwickshire. The
games were played over three nights
on the outdoor 3G pitch at Blue Coat
Church of England School, with one
local primary school team reigning
victorious on each might.

The three Primary Schools who came
out as winners each night were:
Parkgate, Spon Gate and Whitmore
Park and will now face each otherina
final round-robin competition at the Sky
Biue Lodge (Coventry City’s Training
Ground) to decide the overall Coventry
and Warwickshire Local Competition
Winner.

The overall winner will go on to
represent Coventry City Football Club at
the Regienal Finals in Swindon during
March — compeiing against 13 other
teams representing Clubs in the EFL
Leaque 2.

@ EFL

.'-'"-.'. "' KIDS CUP

Sky Blues in the Community’s, Pamary
Sport Gificer, Marcus Webber said:

“t was great to have such = positive
response to this year's regional EFL
Kids Cup Competition. The standard

of football across the three events was
very high and it will be z ciosely fought
final-stage fo decide the winner! Despite
the rearrangement of one toumament
due to snow, this year's competition has
been 2 great success. Well doneto &ll
of the children who participated and a
huge thanks 1o the school teachers and
parents for therr supporttco.”

For more information on the EFL Kids
Cup please visit www efitrust. com/
kdscup or for more information about
Sky Blues in the Community's work with
Iozal schiools, please contact Premeer
League Sport Manager, Nell Kelly, via
email neil kelly@ccfc.coukor
Telephone 024 7678 6349.

CALUDON CASTLE SCHOOL REPRESENT COVENTRY
CITY IN THE EFL GIRLS CUP AREA FINALS!

EhdrseasanﬂveEﬁ..wm\meam'tof

&pmﬂ&t&&g}famwm
from schools across the country. The
finals of which are played in the build-up
to some of the biggest matches of the
domestic season.

The EFL Giris Cup competition
comprises of a six-a-side toumament for
U13 girls that culminates in a grand final
prior to the Checkatrade Trophy Final

at Wembley Stadium in April. The road
10 the Finals began in November with
Sky Blues in the Community hosting
the local stage of the competition for
Secondary Schools across Coventry
and Warwickshire to enter.

COVENTRY CITY V SWINDON TOWN

The winners of the local competition
and therefore the team that represented
Coventry City Football Club in the

Area Finals in Oxford were Calugdon
Castie School, who found themseives
competing against & talented schools.
Representing other EFL football clubs
were scheols from Milton Keynes Bons,
Oxford United, Portsmouth, Reading,
Peterborough United, Northampton
Town and Wycombe Wanderers.

The girls did 2 fantastic job going
undefeated in their first three games
and continued to display great skill,
teamwork and enthusiasm throughout
the day and most importantly
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Reading FC's representatives
progressed 1o the next stage of the

competiion and were a very strong
side. Coventry City look forward to the
EFL Girls Cup next year and are eager
to aseertain who will representthe club
and how far we can progress in the
2018-2019 toumament

Caludon Castle Student, representing
Coventry City FC, Macie said: it was
a great experience, even though we
played some tough teams | iad an
amazing ime”

Sky Blues in the Community's, Football
Development Officer for Females,
Chioe Debaes added: “Not only were
the players performances fentastic,
the way they camied themselves and
represenited us as a club throughout

| SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 3PM
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Funded by the Big Lottery Fund and
European Social Fund, Sky Blues

in the Community form part of the
Accelerate Project partnership of
23 local organisations providing
co-ordinated employment support
to people who are looking for work
and further training opportunities.

Throughout 2018, Sky Blues in the
Community will be providing more
free programmies for those who are
unemployed or economical Ivma.,_:;a
to support them to overcome
complex barriers to employment and
develop their confidence, all
sociable and positive environment.

Teday, the Sky B
participants fi {
5 who have all achieved a L e'.-e_i 1
Sports Leadership Qualifi
through the Accelerate
project, all to be presented

theentire day has made thecluband all
invalved very proud”

The imporiance of competitions like
this for girls' foctball is tremendous
and as a club we want to support girls
who want 1o start or continue playing
football and provide epporiunities
forwomen and giris o take part in
sessions or events like the EFL Cup.

For more information about Girls
Football spportunities with the Sky
Blues. please contact Chice Debaes
via Email: chloe debaes@ccfe.co.uk or
Telephone: 024 7678 6348

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 3PM E_:‘

SKY BLUES ACCELERATE INTO WORK PARTICIPANTS
CELEBRATE THEIR ACHIEVEMENT AT TODAY'S MATCH!

Premier Leogue
Charitable Fund

certificates pitch-side at today’s
match. All 13 learners passed
with fiying colours. As pari of their
practical assessment, leamers
led the delivery of Blind Football,
Endurance Running, Rugby, Boxing,
Netball, Ultimaie Frishee and
American Football. Learmers also
’“ar‘r-“d work =-xp=r|:nc¢ assisting
e Community
£FL Kids Cup.

Kelly: “Brithiant to meat new
people, learn new skilis & pienty of
encouragement.”

Karl: “T1 programme offered support
“”r;ff on an individual leve

S €MCOUraging peo

10"'(:"1*‘"' & support each o

io

B T ey oy

LOTTERY

oY O wom @ & @

—— LOTTERY FUNDED

Occelerate

Floyd: "Great introt to Sports
coachin course has given me the
confiden take my FA Coaching
badges.”
Tommy: “As a blind parti Sky
Blues did well niot to leave m &

na include me in all ac

Blues in the Community’s next
gramme begins
8. Tofind out

contact Training

LVia

s A
C‘L._H
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BIEIE COVENTRY & WARWICKSHIRE
WE SUPPORY

YOUR TEAM
WENE‘JER

FULL COMMENTARY ON EVERY SKY BLUES GAME

Officially number one for Coventry City coverage 94.8FM | 103.7FM | Digital

Since 2000, the Football Foundation
has been transforming grassroots

| Digital, Culture facilities across the country thanks

| Media & Sport to the generous investment provided
by the Premier League,The FA and the
Government via S‘port England.

39 I 60 If every changing room the Football

Foundation ever funded was
& l ® @6

combined, 39,160 players would be
able to change simultaneously!

If every all-weather and natural grass
pitch the Football Foundation funded
was laid back-to-back, it would stretch
from London's BIG BEN TO CALAIS!

Foothall >} P every goa al
Foundatlon g top of each other, it would create a

structure equivalent to the height

£ [w]in[@]]s F of 351 WEMBLEY STADIUMS!

WWW. fnotba!lfoundatlnn org uk




he Sky Blues closed
the gap to Professional
Developmental League
South leaders, Crystal
Palace yesterday, when they hit six
past the Eagles at the Alan Higgs
Centre.

Ahat-trick for January loans
Barrett, 3 brace for Jordan
another goal ic

pick up a 6-1 win again

break 5-0 up, just bef
goal back through Nyal Kirby and then
Barrett completed his hat-t i
minutes remaining in the game

The U23s are now just a point behind
Palace who sit tip of the table. but City
have a game in hand, which with a win
in that game would sée them move to
first.

Speaking afier the game, U23:
Jason Famdon believes his st
brought the work rate and de
wants from his team

Farndon said: “As you can seg we've
had a few first team and senior pl
playintheteamand I'm always a
cautious when that happens t

anagan, Tupper, Robertson
Js, Lynch

U23S MATCH ACTION

nd | think

§m ~l i -
10r WOrK rate and resctions

[v*)

Qoing to pass

definitely going
N

ipassitinthe

back an

Two of the first team players who have

featured in the two 0ames against
Bristol City and Crystal Pala
been Jordan Ponticelli and Stuart

Beavor

=]

The two have played up top together in

oget
both matches and have scored seven
goals between them and Jason has
been impressed with the pair.

POS TEAM
1

Crystal Palace U23
2 Coventry City U23

3 Ipswich Town U23

4 Queens Park Rangers U23
5 Chariton Athletic U23

6 Millwall U23

7  Watford U23

9 Cardiff City U23

10 Brstol City U23

- e el

—"
W

an

)

18

n brilliant He w:
eek and he r
asked to play because he wants 1o gat

some minutes in his |

wed in both games and that is a real

round the young lads and is

t professional

As for Ponticelli, Jase said: “We would
ent because he
or himself

like Jordan

has high sta

"He wasn't fully fit during the game, he
got a slight knock on Saturday when he
came on but he really wanted to play and

get in the habit of scoring goals again

t to score in the

L 5 fodure, but it's
important for strikers to get into rhythms
and | think we're providing that at the
minute”

9 3 & 3G S 8 30

N
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B

7 1 7 27 1B 8 22
5 5] & 2 2
5 4 6 25 26 1 19

a
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UNDER-18S

he Sky Blues under-

18s are looking to turn

their fortunes around

in the U18 Professional
Development League and get back
to winning ways.

After a superb rur
Cup earlier in the
was ur“-fﬂr'.ur".s:£
aga ainst Aston \
dxsp!g\ S i

a2 2-1 defest

City then followed that up with a
close fought battle S
toppers, Crystal
iollowing their efforts, '\-"‘-:—3‘
short, losing 3-2 at the Al

st table
118s, but

DU

come up

Alan -|q]a

Academy Manage
beliavas it been di
since then and belis
wora a mtik tm ha d

=
)
]
-
N
E'
o
O
t:‘
)
[y}
{ i

defeats to Ep:\ /ich Town and Brist:-\

City

He said “li's r:-:- i & foug
Ima We ve found it hard o
G (!

bit harder and t ry and mak
happen

“It's not been easy eve
Youth Cup. We lost io

-2 which was actually
performanceinthe e
anocther five minu 3
probably tock som elhm;: out of the
game

“But then the games against Ipswict
and Bristol City probably dropped
below a standard that ould
expect from the academy

*| think if you look back
years, last year we had
season we won the le;

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 2018 | KO 3PM ‘_ 59

he seven to eight years previous o
that, we've never threatened in that
osition before

"However, we want to win more
games in football. Yas we've got to
try and win mare gamas in "’J’J'luc..|
but it won't stop us I p '
thro wuqn the system
you g ,-!le_—-. IVE 2ge group wnere
it doesn't quite work for you and
maybe that's wi we are at the
moment, but we've got toworka b
harder to put it right

“When players think they're working
hard enough, they've got to work
a bit harder and it's sometimes

easier

things are oing well and push
the problem away, but what we're
locking at the moment, 1s were

looking at finding ways of working
harde try and make things

om aevh-:s |IES c:q untoe
himself in the stariing eleven

Elsewhere, the Sky Blues side

consists of several players that have
macde it through the academy, such
as, Lee Burge, Jordan Willis, Ryan

Rich believes the amount of players
that have come mvough the system
over the years should be someth
to inspire the lads this season

“Over the last seven or eight years,
every year there's something that
NS pa&-:, our academy boysand it
t 50 happens this year it's been
1r*rn Bayliss and Jordan Shipley.

ai IJ .wr fT

much all season as

and in the under 18's soI'm -*.:m

ssrprrocd that he's ’_Jc e In and cone
just

'n,

swellashe d|G | just wasn't sure
he would settle in guite as quickly as

he has dane

In the last six or seven games he's
played | ’J"i'“"’ nis DE"':_rma’n::s. have
raeﬁ:—n an inspiration to everybody at

the football club

“The fans have
managenal sia
like him, and
the academy that
r,"!u“;f"] if ahm,a ap

R fe e £

to that firs
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PLAYER & STAFF
SPONSORS
N

MANAGER
£ 22/12/1968

LEE BURGE
JACK GRIMMER

Acom Pipe
Services Ltd

'. DEFENDER
24/08/1994

o Doicia
=t
- 1. MIDFIELDER
= O7/07/1986
JONATHAN CLUNY
MYLES NOTTINGHAM

= 11/04/1992

J SITAL
W o
Conembry
PSR GOALKEEPER
- 09/01/1993
AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE

q Pocra

N STRIKER " DEFENDER
005 14/09/1932 18/04/1

SOME ST ELAINE PHIPKIN
#T RAY PHIPKIN




WANT TO SPONSOR YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYER? CONTACT OUR TEAM:

& 0247699 1987 (OPTION 2) 2 COMMERCIAL@CCFC.CO.UK

PETER
MARSHALL

STRIKER
30/07/1983

TOMNY ANDREU

BILAL SAYOUD
TOW BAYLISS

27M10/1998

AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE

RECCE FORD

JakK HICKHMAN \

HOWE ST AVAILABLE
" =T AVAILABLE

1
=
) : STRIKER =
= ~= No/oenses 2 30/08/1969
PAT RAYBOULD AVAILABLE
RED CARD NORM AVAILABLE
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FIXTURES &
RESULTS 2017/18
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KEY: Goalscorers in bold - McNulty1 = 1 goal scored by McNulty
1st Sub: Green  2nd Sub: Blue 3rd Sub: Red Example - McNulty (65) - sub on 65 minute
Yellow Card | Red Card I Home games are highlighted Blue.
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COVENTRY CITY
MANAGER: MARK ROBINS

SB8IREEER
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 GRIMMER
Chris STOKES
Jordan WILLIS
Rod MCDONALD
Liam KELLY
Peter VINCENTI
Michael DOYLE
Max BIAMOU
Marc MCNULTY
Jodi JONES
Tom DAVIES

Dominic HYAM
Stuart BEAVON
Jordan MAGUIRE-DREW’
Tony ANDREU
Dion KELLY-EVANS
Devon KELLY-EVANS
Ryan HAYNES
Jordan SHIPLEY
Josh BARRETT?
Callum MAYCOCK
Bilal SAYOUD
Tom BAYLISS
Ben STEVENSON

3
Chns CAMWELL
Kyle FINN
Reece FORD
Jak HICKMAN
Jordan PONTICELLI
Jordon THOMPSON

' On loan from Brighton & Hove Albion
# On loan from Reading
* On loan to Hendon
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SWINDON TOWN
MANAGER: DAVID FLITCROFT

Lawrence VIGOUROUX
Ben PURKISS

Chris HUSSEY

Matt PRESTON
Chris ROBERTSON
Oliver LANCASHIRE
Paul MULLIN
James DUNNE
Luke NORRIS

John GODDARD
James BROPHY
Will HENRY

Ellis IANDOLO

Tom SMITH

Amine LINGANZI
Marc RICHARDS
Donal McDERMOTT
Timi MAX ELSNIK
Kellan GORDON
Reice CHARLES-COOK
Kalyne WOOLERY
Joe ROMANSKI
Kyle KNOYLE

Dion CONROY
Jordan YOUNG
Oliver BANKS

Keshi ANDERSON
Matthew TAYLOR
Tom OULDRIDGE
Scott TWINE

MATCH
OFFICIALS

= REFEREE

e -~ Stephen MARTIN
i3888s  ASSISTANI
22222 Timothy WOOD
ASSISTANT
Michael GEORGE
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FOURTH OFF

NEXT UP AT
THE RICOH
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CAMBRIDGE UNITED
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